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Clergy/Congregation Happenings

Dick Garrett, the long-time chairman of the District 8 men’s ministry, passed away Friday, July
11.  Dick was a loyal servant of Christ and a faithful fixture at First Christian Church, Hampton.
His life will be celebrated on Friday, August 1  at 11:00 am at the church.   You can contact Rev.
Debbie Ott of First Christian Church for more current information at debbieott757@gmail.com.
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Two Ordinations Coming Up:

Laticia Lee will be ordained on Saturday, August 30 at 2:00 pm at Bon Air Christian Church, 2071
Buford Rd., North Chesterfield, VA.  

Morganne Talley will be ordained Saturday, July 26 at 3:00 pm at Timberlake Christian Church,
20261 Lynchburg Highway, Lynchburg, VA.  

https://www.ccinva.org/virginia-christian


Dream Seed Grant
https://www.ccinva.org/grantministry

How the Dream Came to be?
(A Tale of Two Stories that form the underlying purpose and focus for the

Virginia Regional Dream/Seed Grant Funds)
The Elsie Tease Principle:

Elsie Tease was a member of Battery Park Christian Church in Richmond. She asked for permission and
the blessing of her minister and congregational board to take up "above and beyond" offerings from her
church to create a fund that would be used to help people move into and/or live at The Summit.  A few
months later a check was received for $124.86. It began with an idea and a few small gifts of change
(coins mostly) that inspired something beyond the size of those nickels and dimes. This gift became the
Seed money for the Care Fund to come alongside people moving into the Summit.   The Elsie Tease
Principle is that sometimes a small gift of funds can help a small idea/ministry grow into something
larger.

The Carrie Burwell Principle:

Carrie Burwell was a member at Rocky Mount Christian Church in Rocky Mount.  She went to her
minister with the nearly unbelievable idea that "We need to build a Home for the Aging in Virginia." Her
minister replied to her with words often spoken when ideas are seemingly too large to fully comprehend
how they could ever come true, “Well, we will need money for that to happen.” So, Carrie Burwell left her
house to the Region in her will. This gift became the seed money for The Summit.   The Carrie Burwell
Principle is that sometimes ideas for new ways of ministry are so huge and unimaginable that they need
a significant starter gift to allow others to believe it is possible.



Craig Springs – Kitchen Renovation Project: 

Camp numbers are growing across the region and more groups are booking the facility. We are
excited to be on the way to renovating the kitchen at Craig Springs. We need your help to raise
money to support this project. It was a dream of over 42 years ago and now it is becoming a reality.

Craig Springs and the Administrative Council of the Christian Church (DOC) in Virginia announce the
launch of the Kitchen Renovation Project and Campaign! See Digital Magazine/Brochure here and
See inspirational Video here about the deeper why's of this project. If you would like a personal
presentation to be made at your church about this project please let me know at
bsdinvirginia@gmail.com 

https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm_events/black-ministers-retreat-2025/

https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/dhm_events/black-ministers-retreat-2025/


Virginia Regional Mission Trip

It has been over a month since 81 disciples returned home from our third annual mission trip.  We not
only served the survivors of Hurricane Helene and others, we also grew spiritually and personally.
Each night, worship was led by different youth and young adult groups.  We had t-shirts that had our
scripture verse for the week printed on them, we had morning watch and lunch devotionals.  We also
learned from Disciples Peace Intern Ruthie Weeks and enjoyed a bluegrass concert.  We are busy
planning next year’s trip.  We will return to Western North Carolina, June 14-19, 2026.  Registration
will open up in January.
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