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Transitions 
 
In This Issue: 
· We are in Transition Times , 2 

· Around the Old Dominion, 3 

· Thanks to donors, 4-5 

· Retired Ministers’ Luncheon 5 

· Men’s retreat registration, 6 

· Children’s Corner, 6 

· Youth news, 7 

· New young adult conference, 8 
 
Calendar: 
· February 8-10, Mid-Winter 

Sabbath 
· February 15-17, Youth Con-

gress at Eagle Eyrie 
· March 8 Regional Board Meet-

ing 
 
 
 For an online copy of the Virginia 
Christian visit the website at 
www.ccinva.org 
 
 Articles submitted for publication 
in Around the Old Dominion should 
be no more than 300 words.  Photos 
may be submitted digitally by e-mail 
to: regoffice.ccinva@verizon.net 
 
 

The Virginia Christian 
1290 Enterprise Dr 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 
www.ccinva.org 
 
Deadline for submissions 
to Spring Issue is  Febru-
ary 15th 

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY THEME ANNOUNCED 
Our theme logo, “Reaching in, reaching out, reaching back, to move forward,” is an 
attempt to capture what it’s like to be a Christian and a church—a spiral movement 
that is directed inward, outward, backward and forward.  In a sense it’s like a 
juggling act: 
· trying to maintain our inward spiritual lives; while 

· reaching out to others in service, in mission, in evangelism; and 

· drawing on our heritage as Disciples, remembering who we are, in order to move 
forward as we are transformed 

It appears to be a challenge, this spiraling, juggling act that God has set before us, 
but we are rewarded with joy, for as we practice it, we find health and 
transformation. 
Our time together in June is intended to be a reminder of this exciting journey we 
are on. 

168 REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

in Virginia 
 

June 6-8, 2008 
Lynchburg College 

 

Featuring: 
Kay Northcutt and Bill Lee 

 

Registration information mailed to 
local churches and at ccinva.org 



Winter, 2008 Page 2 - The Virginia Christian 

TIMES OF TRANSITION IN 
THE VIRGINIA REGION 

 
 For the past ten years, I have been 
lifting up the role of the region in 
supporting, under-girding and helping 
to expand the ministries of local 
congregations.    
 
 Clergy and congregations need support 
that is up-close and personal for them 
to be healthy and thriving.  It would be 
good if every congregation could have 
a visit from a regional ministry staff 
every year. However that is not going 
to happen with over 150 congregations 
and only two ministers who are 
expected to plan and attend assemblies, 
retreats, camps, and attend weekend 
meetings while attending to the 
expressed needs of local congregations.  
For their own health, regional ministers 
also need to take vacations now and 
again, and have opportunities to 
participate in the worship life of their 
own congregations.  All of this adds up 
to the reality that current regional 
ministers can do no more than about 
fifty Sunday morning visits in any 
given year.   
 
 The traditional role of a regional 
minister is one of healing, guiding, 
sustaining and reconciling.  In order for 
this to happen beyond basic 
maintenance and focus on technical 
fixes for local churches, we must do 
some thing differently.  Our leadership 
has got to be more definitive, direct and 
perhaps prophetic.  In Isaiah we read 
that God is saying “. . . I will do a new 

thing.”  It is time to make a shift from 
preservation and maintenance to death 
and resurrection.  It is in his death and 
resurrection that Jesus set and the 
world free. 
 
 In the next few months the regional 
church will be working hard to clarify 
and claim its mission.  Our vision must 
go beyond the under-girding, 
supporting and expanding.  It must be 
open to the new places God is calling 
us to be.  The needs of the church today 
are changing and regional leadership 
will be looking at what can happen to 
meet those changing needs.  What 
decisions need to be made about more 
comprehensive staffing?  What does 
the ministry personnel configuration 
need to be? 
 
 In the interim we are looking at how 
contract positions can be put in place 
for particular ministry areas.  We will 
not sacrifice any of the effort and 
accomplishments that have gone into 
youth ministry, outdoor ministry, 
improvements and maintenance of 
Craig Springs, men’s and women’s 
fellowship groups, clergy support, and 
direct support of congregations.  The 
support of the Search and Call process 
is improving through the utilization of 
new soft wear and will continue to be 
sharpened. 
 
 Another change will be the 
implementation of Regional Elders 
whose role will be to assist the 
Regional Staff in maintaining strong 
connections between the region, 
ministers, and churches.  There are a 
number of details, including some 
funding concerns that will be resolved 
shortly. 
 General expectations of Regional 
Elders will include: 
· Making one significant contact 
with clergy in assigned areas at least 
once each quarter. 
· Making one significant contact 
with churches in assigned areas at least 

THE VIRGINIA CHRISTIAN 
Editor:  Lee Parker, Managing Editor: Angela Kidd, News Editors:  Stephanie McLemore  
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Corrections  
 Last issue, the camp schedule on 
page 7 listed Special Camp as June 20 
- July 4.  The correct date is June 29 - 
July 4.   

once each quarter. 
· Keeping up with the health climate 
of congregations by reading church 
publications. 
· Being alert to special needs of 
ministers and congregations during 
times of transition. 
· Attending district gatherings and 
events as often as possible. 
 
 We understand that these general 
expectations will be modified by the 
unique gifts and styles of the Elders as 
well as the needs of the churches and 
ministers in the assigned areas. 
 
 To clarify a bit more please know that: 
Regional Elders ARE NOT to be: 
· Problem solvers. 

· Program resource persons. 

· Regional staff spies. 

· Regional promoters or PR persons. 
 
 Regional Elders ARE going to be: 
· Communication links enabling 
congregations to stay connected with 
the whole church. 
· Communication links enabling 
ministers and local churches to stay 
connected with the regional staff and 
regional happenings. 
· Establishers and maintainers of 
good clergy relationships. 
· Regional representatives at some 
ceremonial events in the lives of local 
congregations and ministers. 
· Pastors in situations of illness and 
other times of crisis, when regional 
ministers are not available.   
 
 We are in a time of transition.  
Tomorrow will be different from today, 
as today is different from yesterday.  
Change is being thrust upon us, ready 
or not.  Let us pray that we will be ever 
alert to the ways God is leading the 
Christian Church in Virginia in the 
days ahead.  
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Around the Old Dominion NARROWS — On Sunday, May 27, 
First Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Narrows celebrated the 
awarding of Deaconess Emeritus to 
thirteen women of the church who have 
faithfully served God and the church 
for a combined hundreds of years. 
 Those honored at the worship ser-
vice were:  Irene Boyd, India Bryan, 
Dickie Ingram, Freta Lamb, Pauline 
Runions, and Vivian Waldron. 
 Those unable to attend who are also 
being honored are:  Louise Butler, Ber-
nice Clark, Dorothy Hall, Nell Huff-
man, Beulah Johnson, Evelyn Shrader, 
and Freeda Williams 
 The Kingdom of God and First 
Christian Church, Narrows, have been 
well served by these ladies. 
 
LOVE — Kay Hipes, known lovingly 
as “The Bear Lady,” presented her 75th 
toy bear program Sunday, October 28th 
at Mountain Top Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ).  Kay is 88 1/2 
years old, is legally blind, but her pre-
cious collection of bears led her 
through a delightfully witty and inspi-
rational program as she picked up each 
bear and related the story of a Bible 
character each bear represents.  
 The late Rev. Ray Coffey once chal-
lenged his congregation to consider 
talents God gives each person and use 
those talents to promote God’s King-
dom.  One of Kay’s bears, dressed in 
fishing gear and holding a pole with a 

fish hooked on the line, caught Kay’s 
attention one day and sparked an idea 
wherein Kay’s bears could be a Chris-
tian witness through her voice.  For 
example, when Jesus called Peter and 
Andrew to follow Him saying, “I will 
make you fishers of men,” they 
straightway left their nets and followed 
Jesus.  “Straightway,” exclaims Kay, 
through the bear.  “You don’t believe 
that story?  It’s in the Bible.”  She then 
quotes the scripture reference.   
 Kay’s first program at Mountain Top 
Christian Church led to speaking en-
gagements including other churches, 
schools, civic organizations, nursing 
homes, the AARP, and special events 

such as Augusta County Senior Day, 
traveling with her bears from Winches-
ter to Roanoke, central Virginia, and 
into West Virginia.   
 Kay received nurse’s training at 
Roanoke Memorial School of Nursing, 
worked in ICU at King’s Daughters’ 
Hospital, Staunton, and in ER at Frank-
lin Memorial Hospital.  She and her 
husband moved to Verona, Virginia, in 
1968, where Kay still resides.  She can-
not attend church regularly, but contin-
ues to be an active member by support-
ing the church other ways.  
 Mountain Top Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) is located in Love, 
Virginia.  The Rev. Paul Land is pastor.  

Left to right:  Vivian Waldron, Pauline Runions, Freta Lamb, Dickie Ingram, Irene Boyd, 
India Bryan. 

Kay Hipes, the “Bear Lady” 

Please use the enclosed envelope 
to send your gift to 

The Virginia Christian 

 
Virginia Christian Sunday   

February 3, 2008 
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Thanks to Virginia Christian Contributors 
 
 The Virginia Christian, published four time a year, is one of the best sources of information available concerning our congre-
gations and districts, the Region, and the General Church.   
 In 2007 expenses for printing, labeling, and mailing the paper were approximately $10,232, and at the end of October contri-
butions received from individuals and congregations totaled $9,900.  The Region’s Administration/Finance committee has set a 
goal of  $11,000 for year 2008.  Your generosity is appreciated.  
 You can also help by (1) letting us know promptly of address changes or deletions so that we can avoid the cost of postal re-
turns, (2) sending names of all who want to receive the paper (include new members), (3) submitting short news articles and 
good, clear pictures, (4) encouraging the members of your congregations to use the envelope found in this issue in support of the 
paper, and (5) promoting Virginia Christian Sunday, February 3, 2008. 
 Listed below are those who have sent gifts before December 27,  2007.  We apologize if any names have been omitted or in-
formation incorrectly printed; please let us know if changes need to be made.  
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Retired clergy and spouses gather at Bon Air Christian Church  

Retired Clergy Meet for 
Annual Luncheon 

 
      The retired ministers of Virginia 
were invited to a luncheon during Oc-
tober, Month of the Ministry,  to share 
a journey to ordained ministry, have 
some fellowship time and feast on a 
delicious meal.  On October 22nd the 
group gathered at Bon Air Christian 
Church in Richmond for an unbeliev-
able repast.  A number of folks re-
marked that this was their first gourmet 
meal in a church.  It very well may 
have been one of the finest lunches to 
be found in Richmond that day.  The 
meal was prepared by Bon Air’s own 
chef who is a member of the church 
and he was assisted by other capable 
church members. 
 
   After lunch Bill Moore, pastor of 
Bedford Christian Church took the 
group on a journey through his calling 
to ministry.  Bill was born in the Congo 
to missionary parents.  He married 
Amy whose parents were missionaries 
in Korea.  Bill came to Lynchburg to 
serve as business administrator for a 
large non-Disciple congregation.  Bill 

and Amy joined First Christian Church.  
As a part of that congregation they dis-
covered what the Disciples are about 
and found it to be home.  The pastor 
and others recognized Bill’s gifts and 
graces for ministry and began to urge 
him toward seminary and ordination.  
After graduation from Union in Rich-
mond, Bill was ordained at First Chris-
tian.  He accepted a call to Bedford 
Christian Church where he serves now.      
 
 Bill urged the group to do as his 
mentor had done; to look for people 
who are leaning toward ministry and 
encourage them.  Without the support 
and encouragement of others it is diffi-
cult to take a step from a secure life-
style, began school and an unpredict-
able future seeking to do God’s will. 
   
 At the conclusion of the time to-
gether the Regional Minister expressed 
gratitude to the gathered ministers and 
spouses for their commitment to God’s 
work and their years of service.  The 
next gathering to say thank you to our 
retired ministers and their spouses will 
be in October of  2008 at the Summit in 
Lynchburg. 
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 Thank you to the Virginia Regional 
Assembly Planning Committee for 
openness to ways that we can be more 
welcoming to children who attend the 
assembly! 
 
Upcoming Events in Children’s Minis-
tries 
· ARK (Adults Relating to Children) 

Parenting Group Training 
February 15 – 16, 2008 
Church of the Covenant, Lynchburg, 
VA 
Trainers:  Kaye Edwards & Elaine 
Austin 
Cost: $99.50 if received by January 
31, 2008 

· Children Worship & Wonder Story 
Teller Training 
F e b r u a r y  1  t o  3 ,  2 0 0 8 
West Side Christian Church 
( D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t ) 
P o r t s m o u t h ,  V a . 
T r a i n e r :  S t e p h e n  L e s h e r 
Cost: $120 if received by January 
18, 2008 

· February 29 to March 2, 2008 
S t o r y  T e l l e r  T r a i n i n g 
Saint Paul's Christian Church 
( D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t ) 
Raleigh, N.C. (Co-hosting with 
Wake Forest Christian Church) 
T r a i n e r :  S t e p h e n  L e s h e r 
Cost: $120 if received by February 
15, 2008 

Ministerial Changes 
 
Jesse Kearns from the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Vir-
ginia to pastor 1st Christian Church in 
Chico, California.   
 
Jessica Price-Vaughan from Colonial 
Place Christian Church to pastor Holly 
Grove Christian Church in Bumpass.   
 
Joe Flemming to serve as Senior Min-
ister at Saumsville Christian Church. 
 
Gary McCoy is serving as the senior 
pastor of the Blacksburg Christian 
Church.     

Reasons you should go to the 
2008 Spring Men’s Retreat: 

· Best conference center food 
you’ll ever eat! 

· Carl Zerweck, director of 
the Office of Disciples Vol-
unteering is the keynoter. 

· Learn about new mission op-
portunities for your local 
church, your region and the 
general church. 

· Find out what the 
“Governor’s Cup” is, and 
who will take it home this 
year! 

This is not Lee Parker.  
This is Carl Zerweck. 

Really! 

· Recreation opportunities … this is a retreat!  

· Learn about Special 
Camp for Special People 
and which district is the 
champion supporter of 
this program! 

WHEN: April 11-13, 2008 
WHERE: Airfield Conference Center in 
Wakefield, Virginia 
WHO: Men of all ages 
 
Registrations available online at: 
www.ccinva.org and in the local church by 
postal service! 

CHILDREN’S 
CORNER 
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Jesse Kearns 
Moves West 

 
 Jesse Kearns accepted a call to pas-
tor the First Christian Church in Chico, 
California this Fall.  He started his new 
position on December 15th.  Kearns 
and his wife Mary came to Virginia 
from Oregon in 1992 when he accepted 
a call to First Christian Church in 
Pearisburg, Virginia.  He served the 
congregation through his time in semi-
nary at Emmanuel School of Religion 
in Johnson City, Tennessee and for two 
years after.   
 In 1998 he was called as the Associ-
ate Regional Minister for the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Vir-
ginia.  He worked primarily with 
camps, youth, men’s ministry, and pro-
vided staff support for several Regional 
committees.  His wife Mary, also an 
ordained Disciples clergy has served a 
number of congregations during her 
time in Virginia including Snowville 
Christian Church and Memorial Chris-
tian Church in Lynchburg.  She also 

February 15-17, 2008: Youth Congress at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg 

Registrations online at: www.ccinva.org and in local churches via postal service 
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�	�����Interest Groups: 

· “Children Having Children” 
· “The Devil’s Playground” 
· “How Can I Get Help?” 
· “Conflict Without Comfort” 
· “Alternative Partnerships” 
There’s even a group for adult 
leaders & sponsors! 

· Discuss the issues that mean 
the most to you! 

· Elect the 2008-09 Youth Minis-
try Committee 

· Music and worship 
· Keynote 
· Make a difference in your 

church and region! 
· It isn’t all business … there’s 

time for fun and fellowship 
too! 

Information Groups: 
· What is the YMC and how do 

you get involved? 
· What are my options after 

high school? 
· Learn about Nature Camp! 
· Summer camps for 2008 

served supply and interim positions at 
Rochelle Christian Church, Callands 
Christian Church, Fort Lewis Christian 
Church, and most recently Madison 
Heights Christian Church.  While in 
Virginia, the Kearns family grew larger 
by three boys, Graham, 10, Cameron, 
7, and Connor 5.   
 The Regional Board took time dur-
ing their November meeting to recog-
nize Jesse’s accomplishments in minis-
try over the years.  Joy Flowers, chair 
of the Personnel Committee, presented 
Jesse with a plaque and a cash gift col-
lected from individuals and churches.  
A reception was held after the meeting.  
Manyl youth from the Region as well 
as a number of pastors and church 
members gathered to wish Jesse well as 
he enters into this new phase of minis-
try.   
 Jesse said, “I can’t leave Virginia 
without thanking the congregations for 
their support over these last nine years.  
You don’t spend sixteen years in a 
place and not establish close relation-
ships.  We will be closer to our birth 
families, but we’ll miss our Virginia 
family.  What I learned here in Virginia 

during my formative years in ministry 
will hopefully make me a better pastor.  
I’m just going to have to get used to the 
fact that Advent and Lent won’t be 
slow times of the year anymore!”   

Jesse Kearns wearing a stole presented to 
him with hand prints of the Regional staff 

and committee chairs he worked with 
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New Young Adult  Conference 
at Craig Springs  
- by Rhonda Williams, 
   Doe Run Christian Church 
 
 It’s easy to get turned around in our 
fast-paced, hectic world. We have trou-
ble finding our way through airports 
and even in traffic in our hometowns. 
We just seem to miss those big green 
signs. There are some “big green signs” 
in scripture we miss, too. They are sim-
ple instructions that God says clearly 
for us to follow, but in the midst of our 
busy pace and congested schedules, we 
get a little turned around. 
 
 “… to prepare God’s people for works 

of service.” (Ephesians 4:12) 
 
 This text from the Apostle Paul in 
Ephesians is an example that is espe-
cially true in youth ministry today.  
Somehow we have gravitated from 
“preparing God’s people for works of 
service” to “preparing services for 
God’s people.” 
 A new conference is scheduled for 
June 9-13, 2008 at Craig Springs that is 
designed specifically for young adults 
age 18 to 22.  GAP Conference will 
provide the opportunity to reach this 
generation for Christ and to equip them 
for works of service for God.  Our vi-
sion for this conference is to aid the 
process of recognizing God in the eve-
ryday lives of young adults and to help 
them explore ways they can serve God 
in today’s culture. 
 Great music and keynote speakers 
are on the schedule and the excitement 
is growing for this new event.  Please 
help us spread the word!  We are using 
FaceBook, in addition to word of 
mouth, as a social network to reach this 
age group. Log in and visit this site for 
information about GAP Conference 
and for continuing updates. 
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?i
d=612744372  
 
 See you on the mountain! 

Minutes from the November Regional 
Board Meeting can be downloaded from 
t h e  R e g i o n ’ s  w e b s i t e  a t :  
www.ccinva.org 

Mission Station Pre-Planning 
 Sunday, August 26th, the Social Hall of 
Diamond Springs Christian Church in 
Virginia Beach was filled to capacity as 
they hosted the Reverend Carl Zerweck 
of Disciples Home Mission. The Rev-
erend Zerweck came to educate the 
District VIII churches on how to be-
come a mission station church like the 
churches that have hosted mission 
teams along the Gulf Coast. In light of 
the devastation wreaked by hurricane 
Katrina, Disciples Home Missions is 
encouraging churches in the nation’s 
hurricane zones to take a proactive ap-
proach to natural disasters. 
 The Regional Minister, kicked off the 
meeting with a brief introduction of the 
purpose of the meeting—“making deci-
sions before a disaster.” Week of Com-
passion funding has historically been 
the primary response mechanism to 
disasters. Since hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita and the impact they had on Disci-
ples, DHM has decided to make a for-
mal disaster relief program in concert 
with regional partners. District VIII 
was the first of the regional partners to 
respond and hence the reason for this 
presentation. Disciples as a denomina-
tion have historically been known to be 
the last to leave a disaster area, mean-
ing we are part of the long term proc-
ess. But now we are embarking on 
plans to become a first response de-
nomination. 
 The Reverend Zerweck said there was 
a goal of 750 teams to respond from 
September 1, 2006 to August 31, 2008. 
To date almost 500 groups have gone 
in the first year! Already 20 groups 
have been dispatched to Greensburg, 
Kansas to help with the tornado recov-
ery. “Getting Dirty for Jesus” is the 
slogan of the Office of Disciples Vol-
unteering and churches who desire 
transformation always undergo a sig-
nificant transformation when they get 
dirty for Jesus. 
 Almost every church in District VIII 
has fielded a mission trip and each of 
the churches shared a sentence or two 
on how the  t r ips  have  im-
pacted/changed their lives. Most agreed 
the experience was life-changing and 
brought to life the true meaning of dis-
cipleship to the group and to their con-
gregations. Four Virginia congrega-
tions have signed up with DHM to be 
Mission Stations.  

Contract Positions Open 
 In order to continue the level of ser-
vices to congregations and carry on 
support for programs of the Regional 
Church is will be necessary to fill some 
positions for 2008.  These will be based 
upon contracted for work in a variety of 
areas.  Applicants need not be licensed 
or ordained ministers but being so will 
weight an application.  If you are inter-
ested send a written request to be con-
sidered to: 
Contract Positions 
Christian Church in Virginia 
1290 Enterprise Drive 
Lynchburg, Virginia  24502 
· Interim Associate Minister for 

Outdoor Ministry 
· Interim Associate Minister for 

Youth Ministry 
· Interim Associate Minister for 

Disciple’s Men 
· Interim Associate Minister for 

Evangelism/New Church 

Craig Operations Manager 
 At the November Board meeting a 
recommendation from the Personnel 
Committee that Alisha Bennett be hired 
as Craig Springs Operations Manager 
on a full-time basis was approved.  
Alisha begins January 1.  She has been 
part-time Craig Springs Manager for 
two years.  With this new position 
comes added responsibility. 
 The main mission during the off-
season would be to increase revenue 
through heavy recruiting for both inside 
and outside contracts. While recogniz-
ing that the Outdoor Ministry Program 
is the primary concern of the facility, 
we also depend greatly on the revenue 
generated by other functions held at the 
facility. The ideal for increasing reve-
nue would be an active season from 
early spring to late fall.  
 We can decrease capital and opera-
tional expenses by strengthening the 
current sponsorship program. Within 
the guidelines of the property commit-
tee, the Manager of Operations would 
introduce plans that enhance the experi-
ence and benefits of sponsorship. Ac-
tively recruiting and working with 
sponsors will cut costs taken from capi-
tal and/or operational accounts. 
 Though Alisha is not new the Chris-
tian Church in Virginia Staff we wel-
come her to this new position. 


